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‘The Secret Garden’ Comprehension 
 

Use the text to help you answer the questions below. 

If you see a light bulb next to the question, you will need to think about your 
own thoughts or opinions, based on what you have read. 
 
1. Why is Mary ‘disagreeable’ to look at? 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Which adjectives are used to describe the baby at the bottom of p.1? 
 
_________________________   ______________________________    ________________________ 
 
3. Give 3 things that we find out about the girl’s mother on p.3: 
 

• _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

• _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

• _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. Which simile is used to describe the effects of the cholera outbreak? 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. What is the impact of the wine on Mary? 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6. Why isn’t Mary frightened of the snake? 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7. Why is Mary frowning when she is found? 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
8. How can you tell that Mary is angry that she has been forgotten? 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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9. Why do you think that the servants who haven’t died have left the house 
quickly? 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

10. How do you think Mary feels at this point in the story? 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


